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The Woman With the Sun, Moon & Stars 

 

As I write this are about Revelation 12, I wish to state up front that I view the subject of Bible Prophecy and the 

Book of Revelation from a Pre-Tribulational and Pre-Millennial point of view. The reader may disagree with 

my understanding of the subject, but I’m not relying on astrology, mythology, or proof-texting to prove my 

points. Rather I’m trying to rely on the premise that the Bible is its own best interpreter—let Scripture interpret 

Scripture.  

 

The “woman” in Revalation 12 has nothing to do with the constellation Virgo. The Greek word in the passage is  
gunh, gun%, referring to any woman, especially a wife. With that said, I wish to attempt to discuss Revelation 12 

from a non-sensationalist viewpoint, avoiding the absurdities of the “rapture prognosticators” and the resulting 

September 23, 2017 hysteria. I have formatted this article as a verse-by-verse sentence outline. 

 

In this book we find Parenthetical Enlargements. For example, Gen. 1 covers days 1-6 of creation, but Genesis 2 

is a Parenthetical Enlargement on the creation of man—part of day 6. God is also a God of order: Day 1 light, 

Day 4 light bearers. Day 2 atmosphere & seas, Day 5 birds & fish. Day 3 dry land, Day 6 land animals and man 

(male & female). 

 

The Parenthetical Enlargements of the Book of Revelation are found in the following chapters. 

Chapter 7—sealing of saints, 144,000, and white robed multitude. 

Chapter 10—strong angel and the book. 

Chapter 11:1-14—two witnesses. 

Chapter 12—the woman, her Son, and the dragon. 

Chapter 13—two wild beasts. 
Chapter 14—(5 parts: Israel on Mt. Zion, Babylon, Final preaching, Harvest, Armageddon's winepress. 

Chapter 17—the Great Whore and two wild beasts again. 

Chapter 18—Babylon again. 

 

The chronology of Revelation is chapters 1-6, 8-9, 11:15-19, 15-16, 19-22. Try reading it that way sometime, 

and then go back and add the parenthetical chapters, and see if that doesn’t make the book simpler to 

understand. 

 

With those things said, let me make clear that I do not believe that the events of Revelation 12 have anything to 

do with astrology, the Rapture of the Church, or any date-setting scheme based on astrological “signs” (which 

oddly enough, nobody will be able to see). Furthermore, John alone saw this sign in heaven, unlike Revelation 

6:12-17 where everyone sees the events that unfold under the 6th Seal. Now let’s take a verse by verse look at 

this chapter. 

 

Because of formatting issues, I’m posting the rest of this lengthy article as a PDF file. 

 

12:1 

4th PARENTHETICAL ENLARGEMENT: 

~ Chapter 12—the woman, her Son, and the dragon. 

Note: There is a woman, a man child (ui`o.n a;rsen huion arsen, a son, a male), and the great red dragon.  

No one seems to have a problem with who the great red dragon is (the devil), but interpretations abound 

about who the woman and the son are. 

Some Alternate Interpretations:  

• The Church is the woman, and the part of the Church that is ready for the rapture is the man child 

(legalists). 

• The woman is Israel, and the man child is the Church—post tribbers teach this. 

• Others say the man child is the 144,000 sealed from the 12 tribes of Israel. 
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BUT LET'S LOOK AT WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS. 

 

1. Who is the woman with the sun, moon, and twelve stars? 

• Genesis 37:9-10. 

• The woman with the sun, moon, and twelve stars is national Israel. 

2. When Israel went down to Egypt, they fulfilled Joseph's dream. 

• There is absolutely no reason to think that the woman with the sun, moon, and stars is anyone other than 

national Israel. 

 

12:2 

1. The woman—Israel—is with child. 

• Some people say that the man child is the Church, and the Church gets raptured in the middle of the 

tribulation period, leaving Israel to go through the rest of the tribulation. 

• If this is true, then why isn't the word Church found in Revelation after chapter 3? 

• The Church is only mentioned again in the postscript at the end of the book. 

• The form of the Greek word e;cw ech& here is a Present, Active, Participle. 

• It would best be translated, "The woman is being with child." 

2. The woman "is crying"—Present, Active, Indicative. 

3. The woman "is travailing in birth" or "is in labor"—Present, Active, Indicative. 

4. The woman "is paining" to be delivered or to give birth—Present, Active, Indicative. 

5. Every Jewish girl wanted to be the mother of the Messiah. 

 

12:3 

1. The great red dragon appeared, having seven heads, and ten horns, and seven crowns (diadems) on his 

heads. 

2. The dragon is Satan (see 12:9). 

3. Later you will see that Daniel tells us the horns with crowns represent kings. 

4. Satan is pictured as the god of this world. 

• Satan's crowns are on his heads.  He has 7 heads, 10 horns, and 7 crowns. 

• When the Antichrist appears in the same image, the crowns are on the horns.   

• This shows the real authority is on the head—on Satan.  Satan is the real power behind the 

Antichrist. 

• The Antichrist with his 10-kingdom confederacy and the crown on the horns is just the voice of 

Satan. 

• There will be more on the Antichrist in chapter 13. 

 

12:4-5 

1. His tail "is drawing" a third of the stars of heaven, and he "had cast" them to the earth (see Jude and Isaiah 

14:9-17). 

• At a point in time past these stars (now fallen angels or demons) were cast to the earth, but now the 

dragon is still dragging them behind him. 

2. The dragon stood, literally: "had taken a stand," before the woman who was ready to give birth, to devour 

her son as soon as He was born. 

• Who was Israel looking for, and who are they still looking for?  The Messiah. 

• Remember, every Jewish girl wanted to be the mother of the Messiah. 

Note: I think you could argue that chapter 12 is an epitome of the history of Israel.  The seed of the woman 

(the son) is coming to crush the head of the serpent (the devil). 

3. The male child is Jesus Christ. 
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• Some scholars try to make the text mean that Herod and the Pharisees were trying to destroy the Church 

as soon as it was born. 

• But this is clearly referring to Jesus—Satan is always against God and His Anointed One (Messiah, 

Christ). 

• The devil tried to kill Jesus on several occasions. 

• Herod killed all the baby boys 2 years old and under. 

• The religious leaders plotted on numerous occasions to murder Jesus. 

4. Those who think it refers to the Church look at the phrase that says, "She bore a male Child who was to 
rule all nations with a rod of iron," and try to make it refer to the promise to the overcomer in Revelation 

2:26 and 3:21. 

• But this child was caught up to God—refers to the ascension of Jesus after His resurrection (Acts 1:9-

11). 

• The one ruling with the rod of iron is not the Church—it is Jesus (Psalm 2:9). 

• When Jesus comes back at the Battle of Armageddon, He is the one who rules with the rod of iron—we 

only share in His rule, but He is the Ruler. 

• Read Psalm 2.  This was written 1,000 years before the birth of Christ. 

• Jesus is the male the son, He is the ruler with the rod of iron, He is the Last Adam, He is our Kinsman 

Redeemer. 

 

12:6 

1. The woman—Israel—flees into the wilderness, where she is protected and nourished for 1,260 days or 3 ½ 

years. 

2. To where does the woman flee? 

• Hosea 2:14-23 happens when God allures the nation into the wilderness. 

• Daniel 11:41—What modern country is made up of ancient Edom, Moab, and Ammon?  Jordan—it 

will not be under the control of the Antichrist. 

• Daniel 12—the word used for river in verses 5-7 is the technical Hebrew word for the Nile River (rAay> 

ye>or).  Many scholars think this shows some kind of treaty going on between Israel and Egypt. 

• The one fighting for the woman (Israel) is Michael the archangel (v. 1), and he fights for them for 3 

½ years (v. 7)—this is what we see in the last half of Rev. 12. 

• When the Jews receive Jesus as Messiah at the middle of the tribulation period, God will draw them 

from Jerusalem to the wilderness. 

• Read Revelation 12:6-17. 

• What you have is the 144,000 who accept Jesus Christ as Messiah, and then they flee into the 

wilderness, probably with a great multitude of other Jews with them from Israel, especially from the 

area around Jerusalem. Nowhere does the Bible say the 144,000 sealed from the 12 tribes of Israel 

are sent out as evangelists to the world. In fact, it appears that the great number of souls saved during 

the first half of the Great Tribulation are the result of the ministry of the 2 witnesses of Revelation 

11. 

• The devil is finally cast out of heaven, so he is no longer the prince of the power of the air.  He 

can't get at these people who are preserved for 3 ½ years because Michael and his angels are fighting 

for Israel. 

• Genesis 33:1-10 prophesies of a time when Esau will preserve Israel's life. 

• When Israel finally recognizes the face of God in Jesus Christ, then their brother Esau (Jordan) will 

open his arms and welcome them in, and Esau will also accept Jesus as Messiah. 

• Jeremiah 49:7-22 speaks of God’s judgment on Edom—Bozrah. 

• If one follows the narrative of Genesis 33:11-20, one notices that Israel never did go to Esau in Seir. 

Instead, he went the other direction. The fulfillment of this prophetic invitation is still future and will be 

fulfilled in Revelation 12. 
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• Micah 2:12-13—If Michael can preserve Israel, he can also preserve Jordan, and he can preserve 

Israel in Jordan. 

Micah 2:12 says, "I will surely assemble, O Jacob, all of thee; I will surely gather the remnant of 
Israel; I will put them together as the sheep of Bozrah, as the flock in the midst of their fold: 
they shall make great noise by reason of the multitude of men." KJV 

• Virtually all translations except the KJV translate Bozrah as "sheep of the fold," "sheep in a pen," or 

some other equivalent. 

• This is the only time the word Bozrah occurs that they do not translate it Bozrah. 

• Why?  To translate it Bozrah would be to disagree with their theology, which assumes that Israel 

could NOT have any reason to be kept safe in Bozrah—modern Jordan. They wrongly believe God 

has no further plan or use for national Israel. 

• Micah 2:13 says, "The breaker is come up before them: they have broken up, and have 
passed through the gate, and are gone out by it: and their king shall pass before them, and 
the LORD on the head of them." KJV 

• The One who causes them to break camp has come up before them, they have broken up camp, 

and they have through the gate (the narrow passageway—sic), they are gone out of it, and their 

King shall pass on before them, and the Lord on the head of them. 

• Psalm 108:10-13.  He is leading them into Edom—this hasn't happened yet. 

• Isaiah 63:1-6. 

• This is a description of what happens at the Battle of Armageddon. 

• After the Battle of Armageddon, Jesus goes to Bozrah and reveals Himself personally to the 

Nation of Israel. 

• Then He leads them up to Jerusalem through the Eastern Gate, where He descends and His 

feet touch the Mount of Olives, causing it to cleave (split open) from the North to the South. 

• The place they flee to is Bozrah (Isa. 34:6)—also called Mount Seir (Gen. 32:3; 36:8-9; Ezek. 35:15) 

and Selah (1 Ki. 14:7) in the Bible. 

• God prepared this place using the Nabatean Arabs to carve out buildings in the mountainside, and it can 

house 2.5 to 3 million people in caves. 

• Today the city is called Petra, built by the Nabatean Arabs and lost for nearly 2,000 years. 

3. Mount Seir was given to Esau and his descendants as a possession (Deut. 2:4-5). 

• The Hebrew idea of a "possession" suggests something you keep forever, but the text does not explicitly 

say it is forever. 

• However, the descendants of the promise through Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob have received the land of 

Canaan as an inheritance FOREVER (Gen. 17:8; 48:3-4). 

4. In verse 14 we see the flight of the woman mentioned again. 

• Revelation 12:14 says, "But the woman was given two wings of a great eagle, that she might fly 
into the wilderness to her place, where she is nourished for a time and times and half a time, 
from the presence of the serpent." NKJV 

• Verse 14 is a reiteration of what is said in verse 6. 

 

12:7-9 

1. There was war in heaven, and Satan is cast out of heaven by Michael the archangel. 

• Literally: war became in heaven. 

• War started in heaven—this is a new war. 

2. Now Satan and the angels (demons) who followed him in his rebellion against God are cast out of heaven—

he no longer has access to God to accuse God's people. 

• Jewish tradition speaks of three heavens. 

• The FIRST HEAVEN is the atmosphere where the birds fly. 

• The SECOND HEAVEN is home to the Sun, Moon and Stars. 
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• The THIRD HEAVEN is the presence of God—the Throne Room of God (2 Cor. 12:1-10). 

3. Notice the names of the enemy—the great dragon (vicious), the old serpent (been around a long time), 

Satan (adversary), and devil (accuser). 

4. Satan deceives (leads into error) the whole world (the whole structured society). 

 

12:10-14 

1. Because the nation of Israel accepts Jesus as Messiah, salvation and strength have come, and so has the long 

anticipated Kingdom of God. 

• Although Satan is the god of this world (2 Cor. 4:3-4), he is not called the accuser after this—he can no 

longer accuse God's people, but he can still deceive unbelievers. 

2. Believers, both in the OT and NT overcome the enemy by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their 

testimony. 

• The OT saints had the witness of the animal sacrifices, which were a type of Christ. 

• They also had the testimony that they served the True and Living God, and that they were His people. 

• The NT saints have the sacrifice of Christ, and they have the testimony of Christ through the Holy Spirit 

that He is the very Son of God, and that they are God's people. 

3. It says here they did not love their lives to the death—this is total commitment. 

• We glibly say that we would give everything for Christ, or that we would die for Christ. 

• However, many of the people I have heard say those things through the years would not live 

wholeheartedly for Christ while things were easy.  This causes me to think they would not give 

everything, especially their very lives, for the cause of Christ when things get tough. 

4. The heavens and the inhabitants thereof are commanded to rejoice. 

5. At the same time, woe is pronounced upon the inhabitants of the earth and sea.  Why?  

6. The devil has come down with great wrath because he knows he has just a short time. 

• Wrath = boiling rage. 

• Verses 12-14 are an enlargement on verse 6. 

7. Again, the devil goes to persecute the woman—Israel—who gave birth to the male  
 (a;rshn ars%n = male). 

8. The woman was given two wings of a great eagle. 

• We don't know for certain if this is a natural or supernatural thing—it could be either.  In either case, it 

symbolizes the Lord's faithfulness in caring for Israel. 

• Exodus 19:4 says, "You have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 
eagles' wings and brought you to Myself." NKJV 

• Deuteronomy 32:9-12 says, 

9 For the LORD's portion is His people; Jacob is the place of His inheritance. 10 "He found 
him in a desert land And in the wasteland, a howling wilderness; He encircled him, He 
instructed him, He kept him as the apple of His eye. 11 As an eagle stirs up its nest, Hovers 
over its young, Spreading out its wings, taking them up, Carrying them on its wings, 12 So 
the LORD alone led him, And there was no foreign god with him. NKJV 

• The same flight is indicated in Matthew 24, and verses 15-21 say, 15 " Therefore when you see 
the 'abomination of desolation,' spoken of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place" 
(whoever reads, let him understand), 16 "then let those who are in Judea flee to the 
mountains. 17 "Let him who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his 
house. 18 "And let him who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 19 "But woe to 
those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 20 "And pray 
that your flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 "For then there will be great 
tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor 
ever shall be. NKJV 

• What you have is the 144,000 who accept Jesus Christ as Messiah, and then they flee into the 

wilderness, probably along with other Jews from the area around Jerusalem. 
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9. But the woman—Israel—is protected from the presence of Satan and nourished for a time, times, and half a 

time—3 ½ years. 

• Remember, the devil has been cast out of heaven, so he is no longer the prince of the power of the 

air.  He can't get at this remnant of Israel who are preserved for 3 ½ years because Michael and his 

angels are fighting for Israel. 

 

12:15-16 

• The serpent spewed water out of his mouth like a flood after the woman, but the earth helped the woman. 

• Again, we don't know if this is a literal flood of water that the earth swallows up to protect the Jews, or 

if the water is symbolic of the total effort of Satan to exterminate the nation of Israel and the earth 

swallows up the efforts because of the difficult terrain of the region and the natural difficulty in 

executing such a massive plan. 

• What we do know is that Divine intervention is seen, whether God uses natural or supernatural means to 

protect the fleeing nation. 

 

12:17 

1. The dragon—Satan—was enraged with the woman. 

• The Greek word for wroth or enraged is ovrgi,zw orgiz& (severe anger and wrath). 

2. Because he is enraged with the woman who managed to flee into the wilderness, Satan now goes to make 

war with the rest of her offspring—the Jews who have received Jesus as Messiah and who did not make it 

into the wilderness.  He may even make war against non-believing Jews just because they are Jews. 

• How do we know it is Jews that Satan goes to make war against? 

• Because it is the people who keep the commandments of God and have the testimony of Jesus 

Christ. 

• The Jews are OT people, and tradition dies hard—it doesn't die overnight after 3,500 years of 

following the OT Law. 

• Remember, the author of the Book of Hebrews rebuked the Jewish Christians for still trying to 

keep the OT Law at least 30 years after they first got saved. 

3. The word translated "the remnant" or "the rest" is not the technical term for "remnant."  It means "the 

remainder" or "the rest of those who remain." 

• Satan goes after the rest of the Jews that he can still attack. 

 

In conclusion, I hope this article has helped bring a more biblically based perspective on the events of 

Revelation 12. I unapologetically believe we are living in the last days before the Rapture of the Church, but I 

utterly abhor the unbiblical (even anti-biblical) practice of date-setting. I also believe that God still has a 7-year 
period of time left in His dealings with national Israel (Daniel 9: especially verses 1-2 and 20-27; Jeremiah 30). 

And I believe that it is during the Millennial Kingdom when God totally fulfills the land promises he made to 

Abraham and the early Israelites (Genesis 13:14-17; 15:18-21; Exodus 23:31; Numbers 34:1-12; Deuteronomy 

11:24, 31; Joshua 1:4; Ezekiel 47:13-20). 
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