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The Beast
(Antichrist)

INTRODUCTION:
Before we discuss the content of this lesson, it is important to give two warnings against potentially 

harmful consequences of a study of this nature. First, no one currently knows who will be the Antichrist. 
Second, no one knows the date of the Rapture (catching away) of the Church.

The author of this lesson does not know who will be the Antichrist.  Furthermore, no one else knows 
who will be the Antichrist.  The Scriptures declare that he will only be revealed "when he who now 
hinders is taken out of the way" (2 Thess. 2:1-12; key verse 2:7).  This shows that the Antichrist cannot be 
revealed until after the catching away (rapture) of the church (1 Thess. 4:13-5:11), which means that no 
can know who is Antichrist until the time when he is revealed.  The he of 2 Thess. 2:7 is the Holy Spirit's 
ministry through the Church.  There has never been a time when the Spirit of God was not present in the 
earth (Gen. 1:2), and Colossians 1:17 and Hebrews 1:3 indicate that the spiritual dimension is what really 
holds everything (including physical matter) together.  Therefore, it is impossible to remove the person of 
the Holy Spirit from the earth.  However, after the catching away of the church, his ministry reverts back 
to a more OT function.  Although his direct dealings with people were more selective, it is clear that the 
Spirit of God worked in and through the lives of people in OT times.  

The author of this lesson does not know the date of the catching away (rapture) of the church, and 
neither does anyone else.  The Scriptures clearly state in no uncertain terms that no one knows the day nor 
the hour of the Lord's coming for his Church (Matt. 24:36, 42, 44, 50; Mark 13:32; Luke 12:39-40, 46; 
Acts 1:7; 1 Thess. 5:1-2; Rev. 3:3).  For this reason, the author of this lesson has concluded that anyone 
who claims to know the time of the Lord's coming is either a kook or a false prophet.  I also challenge 
anyone to prove my remarks to be harsh and out of line, according to Scriptural teachings and mandates. 
Such men as Ed Wisenant, author of 88 Reasons Why Christ Will Return in 1988 (title later changed to 
88 Reasons Why Christ Could Return in 1988), willfully ignore the verses that say we cannot know the 
time of Christ's return.  The Scriptures teach that if someone prophesies a thing that does not come to 
pass, that person is a false prophet worthy of death (Deut. 13:1, 3, 5; 18:20, 22; Jer. 5:30-31; 14:14; Ezek. 
22:28; Zech. 13:3; Matt. 7:15; 24:11).  Mr. Wisenant and the others of his ilk should be grateful they are 
not under the Mosaic Law.  False prophets and false teachers should be exposed, and no one should 
apologize for exposing one of them.  If their error is on tape or in print, it is open season to fairly address 
and analyze their teachings.

Some Christians I respect have taken the attitude that Mr. Wisenant, even if he was wrong, succeeded 
in bringing the Rapture back into the forefront of Christian thinking, and that some unbelievers got saved 
because of his teaching.  There are two problems with this attitude.  First, Mr. Wisenant's false prophecy 
produced a stronger attitude of contempt toward the premillennial and pretribulational teaching of 
denominations such as the Assemblies of God.  He gave amillennialists (no literal reign of Christ), 
postmillennialists (Christ returns at the end of the 1,000 year paradise on earth), and liberals (deny 
Christ's return and the Bible as God's Word) the ammunition to assert that all those who teach the 
premillennial and pretribulational return of Christ are on Christianity's kook fringe.  This has made it more 
difficult for our scholars to be taken seriously in the scholarly and academic community.  Second, of the 
handful of people I know who got saved because of Mr. Wisenant's false prophecy, none of them are now 
serving Christ.  They were merely buying fire insurance, and when his prophecy did not come true, they 
had no reason to keep up the premiums.  Furthermore, some people who were genuinely serving Christ 
bought into his false prophecy, and when it did not come to pass, their faith was destroyed.  While they 
were wrong to have placed Mr. Wisenant on a pedestal, he bears a great deal of responsibility for the 
destruction of the faith of some Christians.  I would say that to some degree their blood is on his hands.
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EXPOSITION:
1. Revelation 6:2.

A. This one on the white horse who goes forth is the Antichrist, or Man of Sin (2 Thess. 2:3-12).
1. His crown was given to him, and it is the stephanos, or victor's crown.
2. The crown Jesus has was not given to Him, He already possesses it.  It is the diadem, the 

Kingly and Priestly crown (Rev. 19:2).
B. The Greek word anti means "instead of."  He is the instead of Christ (Jn. 5:43).  

Barabbas was an antichrist.  Barabbas, meaning son of the father, was not a name that a child 
would have been given, it was a title.  Barabbas was in prison for trying to overthrow the Roman 
government, one of the things of which Jesus was accused.  The Jews accepted a false messiah, 
Barabbas, instead of the True Messiah.

C. The Antichrist will give the impression of purity, making the world think he is a good man.  He 
will appear to have all the answers to the world's problems (2 Thess. 2:11).

D. The bow in his hand is an archer's bow.  He is a military man.
1. The Jews are still looking for an earthly political kingdom brought in by their Messiah (Acts 

1:6).
 The Jewish people are very much aware that their Bible tells them of a coming Messiah 

(Daniel 9:20-27).
 Messiah and Christ mean the same thing—the anointed one (John 1:41; 4:25).
2. The Antichrist must convince the Jews that he is of the lineage of David (Dan. 11:35-45; John 

5:43; Matthew 9:27; 12:23; 15:22; 20:30-31; 21:9, 15; 22:41-46; Mark 10:47-48; 12:35-37; 
Luke 1:26-38; 18:38-39; 20:41-44).
 As we see, “Son of David” is one of the most common Messianic titles in the Bible.

3. The Antichrist will give the Jews authority to rebuild the Temple and reinstate animal 
sacrifices (Dan. 9:27).

E. 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4.
1. The falling away spoken of is more a person than an occurrence.  The Greek term is he 

apostasia, meaning the apostasy.  It is in the feminine form, and is probably used 
substantively to denote the apostate woman, also called the Great Whore (Rev. 17).

2. The Man of Sin, or Son of Perdition, is the Antichrist.  The Great Whore and the Man of Sin 
come on the scene at the same time.

F. In Daniel 9 the Antichrist makes a 7-year covenant with Israel.
Facts about the Antichrist:
1. He is a great speaker (Dan. 7:8).
2. He is an industrialist (Dan. 8:25).
3. He is a general (Dan. 7:21-11:38).
4. He is an economist (Dan. 11:43).
5. He is an intellectual (Dan. 8:23).
6. He is a diplomat (Dan. 11:21).
7. He is a worshiper of gold and silver (Dan. 11:38).

Old Testament titles:
1. The Assyrian (Isa. 10:5, 6; 30:27-33).
2. The Little Horn (Dan. 7:8; 8:9-12).
3. The King of Fierce Countenance (Dan. 8:23).
4. The Prince that shall come (Dan. 9:26).
5. The Willful King (Dan. 11:36).
6. The Idol Shepherd (Zech. 11:15-17).

New Testament titles:
1. The Man of Sin (2 Thess. 2:3).
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2. The Son of Perdition (2 Thess. 2:3).
3. That Wicked One (2 Thess. 2:8).
4. The Antichrist (1 Jn. 2:18).
5. The Wild Beast (Rev. 13).

2. Revelation 13:1-2.
A. The Antichrist is a man, and the sea is humanity.
B. The Antichrist has the crowns on his horns, while Satan has the crowns on his heads (Rev. 12:3). 

This shows that the real power behind the Antichrist is Satan.
C. Daniel 7:3-6 shows the source of the Antichrist's military power.

1. The lion -- Great Britain.
A. Once the greatest navy in the world (Britannia ruled the waves).
B. Once the greatest colonial empire that ever existed.

2. The bear -- Russia.
A. The bear can only go south (this is why it is raised up on one side).
B. Communism has devoured more human lives than any other political system in the world.

3. The leopard -- United States of America.
A. A leopard in the Bible represents youth and speed.
B. The spots represent the many races that make up America (the melting pot).
C. The strength of the United States is our air power.
D. We are the watchdog of the world.

D. The Antichrist gets his power from Satan, the ruler of the structured society (2 Cor. 4:4), which 
allows him to take over very quickly (Matt. 4:8-11; Rev. 17:12).

3. Revelation 13:3, 14.
A. The Antichrist dies a violent death (assassination).
B. The body of the Antichrist is now inhabited by a different person (Rev. 11:7).
C. The pit of the bottomless in Revelation 11:7 is from the Greek word abussos (Abyss).  The Abyss 

is apparently a different compartment in the center of the earth, separate from Hell.
1. Revelation 17:8.  Many scholars believe that Judas will inhabit the body of Antichrist at this 

point, since he is the only person in the Bible called the son of perdition (destruction) (Jn. 
17:12; 13:26, 27; Lk. 22:3; Rev. 12:9).  Satan also enters Antichrist at this point.

2. Revelation 17:9-11.  The Antichrist, which is the eighth king, is one of the seven kings.  Since 
this is in reference to Rome, many Bible scholars believe the kings must have something to do 
with the emperors of Rome.
A. Which emperors claimed the title of god?
B. Which emperors died by violence (assassination)?
C. When John wrote Revelation, 12 Caesars had died, but only 5 by violence.

1. Tiberius.
2. Caligula.
3. Claudius.
4. Nero.
5. Vespasian.

Two other Roman Emperors were later assassinated.
6. Domitian (emperor when John wrote Revelation).
7. Trajan (reigned after Revelation was written).

D. It is noteworthy that the name Nero Caesar, written in Hebrew characters, adds up to 666.
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4. Revelation 13:5-8.
A. After the Antichrist comes back to life, he blasphemes God and shows himself as God, to be 

worshiped as God (2 Thess. 2:4).
B. The Antichrist breaks his covenant with Israel (Dan. 9:27).
C. The death of the Antichrist is at the middle of the tribulation period. 
D. The Antichrist makes war against the saints, which are the 144,000 and other saved Jews and 

saved Gentiles (Rev. 12; Dan. 8:23-24).
E. The Antichrist is responsible for the deaths of the two witnesses (Rev. 11:3-12).
F. The Antichrist has worldwide control, not just local control, for a while (Dan. 7:7-8, 16-28; 11:40-

45).

5. Revelation 13:11-18.
A. The second Wild Beast is the False Prophet, representing false Christianity.
B. The religious organization he rules through is the Great Whore of Revelation 17.  

The Antichrist, False Prophet and the Great Whore all come on the scene at the same time at the 
beginning of the tribulation.

C. The False Prophet causes six things to happen.
1. Worship of the Antichrist.
2. Miracles.
3. An image is made to the Beast who had the wound and lived.
4. A spirit is given to the image of the Beast, which makes the image speak.
5. He puts to death all those who will not worship the Antichrist.
6. He causes all to receive the mark of the Beast.

6. Revelation 17:16-18.
The political system of the Antichrist destroys the religious system.

7. Revelation 18:7-24.
The True God destroys the economic system of the Antichrist.

8. Revelation 19:19-20.
When Jesus and his saints return at Armageddon, the Antichrist and the False Prophet will be thrown 
into the Lake of Fire.


