
The Reason for Christmas
TEXT  : 1 John 3:1-8
THEME  : The ultimate reason Jesus came to earth as a man.

I don't often use The Amplified Bible in messages anymore. Partially because it tends to 
insert every conceivable meaning of a word into a text, whether it fits the context or not. 
The other reason being that it is abused by fellow Charismatics and Pentecostals, usually 
out of context, to prove things the Bible doesn't prove at all. But for this post I violate my 
own rule because I think the subject warrants it. If you disagree, then please forgive me.

1 John 3:1-8
1 SEE WHAT [an incredible] quality of love the Father has given (shown, bestowed on) us, that we 
should [be permitted to] be named and called and counted the children of God! And so we are! The 
reason that the world does not know (recognize, acknowledge) us is that it does not know 
(recognize, acknowledge) Him. 
2 Beloved, we are [even here and] now God's children; it is not yet disclosed (made clear) what we 
shall be [hereafter], but we know that when He comes and is manifested, we shall [as God's 
children] resemble and be like Him, for we shall see Him just as He [really] is. 
3 And everyone who has this hope [resting] on Him cleanses (purifies) himself just as He is pure 
(chaste, undefiled, guiltless). 
4 Everyone who commits (practices) sin is guilty of lawlessness; for [that is what] sin is, lawlessness 
(the breaking, violating of God's law by transgression or neglect — being unrestrained and 
unregulated by His commands and His will). 
5 You know that He appeared in visible form and became Man to take away [upon Himself] sins, and 
in Him there is no sin [essentially and forever]. 
6 No one who abides in Him [who lives and remains in communion with and in obedience to Him 
— deliberately, knowingly, and habitually] commits (practices) sin. No one who [habitually] sins 
has either seen or known Him [recognized, perceived, or understood Him, or has had an 
experiential acquaintance with Him]. 
7  Boys (lads), let no one deceive and lead you astray. He who practices righteousness [who is 
upright, conforming to the divine will in purpose, thought, and action, living a consistently 
conscientious life] is righteous, even as He is righteous. 
8 [But] he who commits sin [who practices evildoing] is of the devil [takes his character from the 
evil one], for the devil has sinned (violated the divine law) from the beginning. The reason the Son 
of God was made manifest (visible) was to undo (destroy, loosen, and dissolve) the works the 
devil [has done]. AMP

INTRODUCTION  : At this time of year there are all kinds of “meanings” 
given to the season.
 We hear that it’s a season of giving.
 It’s a season of peace.
 It’s a season of goodwill.
 It’s a season of charity & love, and so on.
Even the Bible includes a number of things that Jesus accomplished in His 
earthly life and ministry.
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 He revealed who God is and what He is like.
 He delivered us from spiritual darkness into spiritual light.
 In the words of Luke 4:18-19, Jesus said, 

18 "The Spirit of the LORD  is  upon Me, Because He has anointed Me To preach the 
gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the 
captives And recovery of sight to the blind, To set at liberty those who are oppressed;
19 To proclaim the acceptable year of the LORD." NKJV

In the main passage at hand for this message, the Bible says that Jesus 
came to destroy the works of the devil.
 Everything Jesus did was for the ultimate goal of destroying the works of the 

devil.
So this message this morning will focus on 1 John 3:8b:
The reason the Son of God was made manifest (visible)  was to undo 
(destroy, loosen, and dissolve) the works the devil [has done]. AMP

1. THERE WAS A PURPOSE FOR JESUS BEING MADE MANIFEST  .
1. We hear a lot about purpose and motivation these days.
 Purpose Driven this or that.
 Motivational seminars, books, and CD’s.
 Finding our purpose in life and the meaning of life.

2. Jesus knew His purpose.
 His purpose was to reveal the Heavenly Father to us.

Hebrews 1:1-4
1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by 
the prophets,
2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all 
things, through whom also He made the worlds;
3 who being the brightness of  His glory and the express image of His person, and 
upholding all things by the word of His power, when He had by Himself purged our 
sins, sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high,
4 having become so much better than the angels, as He has by inheritance obtained 
a more excellent name than they. NKJV

John 1:18 
No one has seen God at any time. The only begotten Son, who is in the bosom of  
the Father, He has declared Him. NKJV

 He has declared, explained, made known the Father.
 In revealing the Father, Jesus destroyed the works of the devil.

3. Recall if you will that Jesus Christ Himself is called the Apostle and 
High Priest of our confession.
Hebrews 3:1-2
1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of the heavenly calling, consider the Apostle and 
High Priest of our confession, Christ Jesus,
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2 who was faithful to Him who appointed Him, as Moses also was faithful in all His 
house. NKJV

An apostle is a “sent one”, and Jesus was sent to destroy the works of 
the devil. As High Priest, He had the authority to do so—moral and 
spiritual.

2. JESUS WAS MADE MANIFEST (VISIBLE) IN THE FLESH  .
1 Timothy 3:16 
And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, 
Justified in the Spirit, Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the world,  
Received up in glory. NKJV

1. That Jesus Christ lived is attested to by the Bible, as well as by 
historians from New Testament and post-New Testament times.

2. There were eyewitnesses who saw Jesus Christ die on the cross, and 
we have their record in the New Testament.

3. Over 500 people at one time witnessed the resurrection and ascension 
of Jesus Christ.
1 Corinthians 15:3-8
3 For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins 
according to the Scriptures,
4 and  that  He  was  buried,  and  that  He  rose  again  the  third  day  according  to  the 
Scriptures,
5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve.
6 After that He was seen by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater 
part remain to the present, but some have fallen asleep.
7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles.
8 Then last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. NKJV

4. In 1st Corinthians, Colossians, and 1st John the authors make clear that 
Jesus Christ was a real man in a real body.
 There was a variety of Gnosticism that taught that Jesus didn’t have a real 

body—He just seemed to have a real body (known as Docetism).
 Other Gnostic heresies are refuted in these books as well.
 Of course, they would have called it Gnosticism at that time—that was the 

label it came to have around AD 175.
 The Gnostic heresies almost destroyed the Church in the 2nd and 3rd 

centuries.

3. THE ULTIMATE REASON FOR THE BIRTH OF JESUS CHRIST AS A MAN WAS   
TO UNDO (DESTROY, AND DISSOLVE) THE WORKS THE DEVIL [HAS DONE]  .
1. The birth of Jesus was a miraculous birth—born to a virgin.
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2. The reason for this was that it had to be something man couldn’t do 
for himself.
 Remember Abraham and Isaac.  In the end Abraham did not provide his 

own sacrifice—the Lord did.
 Abraham was going to sacrifice Isaac in obedience to the voice of the Lord. 
 When Abraham demonstrated his obedience to the Lord, the Angel of the 

Lord stopped him from killing Isaac.
 Then Abraham looked and saw a ram caught in a thicket by its horns, so he 

offered it to God as a burnt offering.
 So he called that place YHWH Yireh (ha,r>yI hw"hy>), meaning THE 

LORD WILL SEE AND PROVIDE.
 YHWH is the covenant-keeping name of God in the OT.
 Ra<ah (ha*r* >) is the Hebrew meaning “TO SEE.”
 This shows that God does more than merely see a need.  When the Lord 

sees a need He provides for that need.
 Therefore, we could accurately call this place “THE LORD WILL SEE 

AND PROVIDE.”
 In the case of Jesus, God saw that humanity needed a savior, and He 

provided what man needed in a way that man couldn’t take credit for—a 
child born to a virgin. 
 This Son would be the Redeemer who would buy us back from slavery to sin with 

His own blood.
Genesis 22:5-14
5 And Abraham said to his young men, "Stay here with the donkey; the lad and I will go yonder and worship, 
and we will come back to you."
6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, 
and a knife, and the two of them went together.
7 But Isaac spoke to Abraham his father and said, "My father!" And he said, "Here I am, my son." Then he  
said, "Look, the fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?"
8 And Abraham said, "My son, God will provide for Himself the lamb for a burnt offering." So the two of them 
went together.
9 Then they came to the place of which God had told him. And Abraham built an altar there and placed the  
wood in order; and he bound Isaac his son and laid him on the altar, upon the wood.
10 And Abraham stretched out his hand and took the knife to slay his son.
11 But the Angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, "Abraham, Abraham!" So he said, "Here I  
am."
12 And He said, "Do not lay your hand on the lad, or do anything to him; for now I know that you fear God, 
since you have not withheld your son, your only son, from Me."
13 Then Abraham lifted his eyes and looked, and there behind him was a ram caught in a thicket by its horns. 
So Abraham went and took the ram, and offered it up for a burnt offering instead of his son.
14 And Abraham called the name of the place, The-LORD-Will-Provide; as it is said to this day, "In the Mount 
of The LORD it shall be provided." NKJV

3. The birth of Jesus brought the God-Man—the Messiah & Christ— into the 
world.

4



 When John 1:14 calls Jesus the only begotten of the Father, it uses an 
interesting Greek word monogen%s, meaning a race of one.

 He is the only one who has ever existed, does exist, or ever will exist who 
is both 100% God and 100% man.

 This God-Man lived His life in a body like ours.
4. Where Adam and Eve failed by giving in to temptation, He 

triumphed over sin, evil, and the evil one.
 Matthew 4, Mark 1, Luke 4, and 1st Corinthians 15 all teach in clear terms 

that Jesus defeated the devil by submitting to the will of God the Father 
rather than to His own desires.

 Whereas Adam and Eve gave in to the lust of the flesh, the lust of the 
eyes, and the pride of life, Jesus was victorious over these desires.
 He was tempted—tested—in all points like us, but He was without sin.
 To fulfill these desires outside of the boundaries established by God is 

what turns them into something sinful.
 In overcoming sin and the devil, He remained righteous.
 In remaining righteous, Jesus was made an atoning sacrifice.
 Because He was righteous and offered Himself as the sinless sacrifice in 

the place of guilty sinners, death had no hold on Him.
 Because He was sinless and death and the grave had no hold on Him, He 

rose from the dead.
 Because He offered Himself as the sinless sacrifice, He rose from the dead, 

and He has now gone back to the Father to make intercession for us.
5. Jesus has indeed destroyed the works of the devil, and we can be free 

from bondage to habitual sin.
 He has made provision for our liberty, but are we willing to receive His 

liberty?

CONCLUSION  : The real meaning of Christian is that God sent a Savior 
to destroy the works of the devil and save us from the power of sin.

 We live here at the end of the age when Jesus will return, and we need to be 
getting ready for what may come upon us before He returns.

 Are you ready to celebrate the real reason for Christmas—God provided 
everything we need for salvation, everlasting life, and abundant life now.
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