
Time Is Not Our Father

Text: Deuteronomy 33:27; Isaiah 9:6-7; 57:15; 63:16.
Theme: You are in one of two families—God's family or Satan's family.
Deuteronomy 33:27 The eternal God is your refuge, And underneath are the everlasting arms; He 
will thrust out the enemy from before you, And will say, 'Destroy!' NKJV

Isaiah 9:6-7
6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called Wonderful, Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will be no end, Upon the throne of David and 
over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment and justice From that time forward, even 
forever. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. NKJV

Isaiah 57:15 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I 
dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of 
the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones. NKJV

Isaiah 63:16 Doubtless You are our Father, Though Abraham was ignorant of us, And Israel does not 
acknowledge us. You, O LORD, are our Father; Our Redeemer from Everlasting is Your name. NKJV

Introduction: This morning before I delve into our text for the day, I want to give 
you a little musical and mythology history lesson—I’ll try to be brief though.  In the 
early 1960's, a guy by the name of Jerry Ragavoy, under the pseudonym Norman 
Meade, wrote a song that has since been recorded dozens, if not hundreds, of times.  
TIME IS ON MY SIDE  .  It was first recorded in 1963 by jazz trombonist Kai 
Winding.  It was covered the following year, with additional lyrics, by soul singer 
Irma Thomas.  About a month after she released her version of the song, a British 
band released their version of this song, which became the most famous version of 
the song—that British band being part of what was known as the British Invasion of  
the 1960's—The Rolling Stones.
Time is on my side
by Jerry Ragavoy (Norman Meade), additional lyrics by Jimmy Norman
Time is on my side, yes, it is. Time is on my side, yes, it is. Now you were saying that you want to be free
but you'll come runnin' back, you'll come runnin' back, you'll come runnin' back to me.
Time is on my side, yes, it is. Time is on my side, yes, it is. You're searching for good times but just wait and see,
you'll come runnin' back, you'll come runnin back, you'll come runnin' back to me.
Go ahead..go ahead and light up the town! Baby, do everything your heart desires, remember, I'll always be around.
And I know like I told you so many times before you're gonna come back, baby, you're gonna come back knockin' right on my door.
Time is on my side, yes, it is. Time is on my side, yes, it is. 'Cause I got the real love, the kind that you need.
You'll come runnin' back, you'll come runnin' back, you'll come runnin' back to me.
Time time time is on my side, yes, it is. Time time time is on my side, yes, it is. (repeat & fade)

In the song, the singer laments how a lover has gone off to do (her) own thing with 
someone else, but when that lover comes to (her) senses, she'll come running back 
to him.  Thus the line—Time is on my side.
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I have some bad news for Mick Jagger and The Rolling Stones, as well as for all the 
other artists who have recorded this lyrical nonsense—time is not on our side.  We 
are getting older and decaying with each passing day—even if only your hairdresser  
and plastic surgeon know for sure.  Time is not on our side in spiritual matters 
either—"In an acceptable time I have heard you, And in the day of salvation I have 
helped you." Behold, now is the accepted time [you don’t have the next minute 
promised to you]; behold, now is the day of salvation [you certainly don’t have 
tomorrow promised to you] (2 Corinthians 6:2), and “It is appointed for men to die 
once [that means we only get one life to live], but after this the judgment” (Heb. 
9:27).

Mick Jagger (who turns 68 on July 26, 2011) is surely aware by 
now that time is not on his side—or perhaps he's hopelessly  
delusional.  Of course, Keith Richards looks as though he's been 
dead for 10 years and someone forgot to tell him to lay down.

Now with regard to the mythological character Father Time, 
we must understand that Father Time was also known as 
Cronus (time) and Saturn in ancient mythology.  In Greek myth the Titan 
Cronus (in the title Romanised to Saturn), who, fearing that his children would 
overthrow him, ate each one upon their birth.  And in occult symbolism, 
Saturn is representative of Satan.

Let me show 
you a few more pictures that I found interesting about Father Time.
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Father Time as the 
Grim Reaper

Slide 02

Father Time as a 
Santa-like persona

Slide 03

Father Time as a the pagan 
deity Cronus or Saturn

Slide 04

pagan deity 
Cronus or 

Saturn 
pictured as 
eating his 
children
Slide 05

 Keith Richards
Slide 01

Cronus is a perfect typecast of Satan because Satan wanted to 
overthrow God, and he ultimately devours those who reject God to 
follow him.
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Oriental depiction of 
Father Time

Slide 06

Does this figure 
look like anyone 

you may have 
seen depicted in 

the movies?

Darth Vader 
from Star Wars

Darth Vader from Star Wars
Slide 09

Oriental Warrior
More than 100 years old

Slide 08

Notice how this pagan myth of Father Time 
has even been popular in our modern 
entertainment culture.  As our culture 
becomes more and more pagan, we are 
seeing more occult imagery.
Sometimes we talk about how our culture is 
becoming more secular, but that isn’t true.  
It’s becoming more and more pagan.  

We see it in everything from vampires, to witches and warlocks, to werewolves, to 
the latest superheroes.  Now let me give you a more literal translation of the 
verses we read at the first of this message.



Deuteronomy 33:27 The God of antiquity is your refuge, And underneath are the arms of eternity; 
He will thrust out the enemy from before you, And will say, 'Destroy!' NKJV

Isaiah 9:6-7
6 For unto us a Child is born, Unto us a Son is given; And the government will be upon His shoulder. 
And His name will be called Wonder, Counselor, Mighty God, Father of eternity, [Author of Eternity, 
or Author of the Universe] Prince of Peace. 7 Of the increase of His government and peace There will 
be no end, Upon the throne of David and over His kingdom, To order it and establish it with judgment 
and justice From now, even until eternity. The zeal of the LORD of hosts will perform this. NKJV

Isaiah 57:15 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is Holy: "I 
dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To revive the spirit of 
the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones. NKJV

Isaiah 63:16 Doubtless You are our Father, Though Abraham was ignorant of us, And Israel does not 
acknowledge us. You, O LORD, are our Father; Our Redeemer from Eternity is Your name. NKJV

1. MAKING GOD TO BE   FATHER TIME   PLACES HIM WITHIN TIME AND   
MAKES HIM SUBJECT TO TIME  .
1. This idea radically transforms the theology of the God of the Bible.
 If God is constrained by and subject to time, then He is not all-powerful, 

all-knowing, or ever present.
 God is (omnipotent) all-powerful—that means He has all power by 

absolute and eternal standards, not by manmade standards.
 Why would we serve a God who is weak and powerless?
 Yes the world is in a fallen state at this time, and many evils and 

disasters are happening every day, but God has a plan and He will 
bring it to pass in His time, and according to His will.

 God is (omnipresent) ever present—that means He is everywhere at the 
same time.

 God is (omniscient) all-knowing—that means He knows everything 
there is to know, and there is nothing He doesn’t know.
 Open Theism is a heresy.  It teaches that God knows all possible 

outcomes, but not all actual outcomes.
 They go so far as to say that God is learning things as He goes along.  
 I don’t find that comforting.  This suggests that God is as lost as 

humanity, except maybe for those who are really smart and are the 
ones who are going to teach God something.  Hogwash!

4



 They completely ignore verses that contradict their supposed 
intellectual theology about God.  But they’re not as smart as they may 
think.  God said in:
Isaiah 46:8-10
8 " Remember this, and show yourselves men; Recall to mind, O you transgres
sors.
9 Remember the former things of old, For I am God, and there is no other; I am 
God, and there is none like Me,
10 Declaring the end from the beginning, And from ancient times things that 
are not yet done, Saying, 'My counsel shall stand, And I will do all My pleasure,'  
NKJV

 If God declares the end from the beginning, and knows from 
ancient times things that are not yet done, then He stands outside 
of time, but sees and intervenes in what is going on within time.

 If He declares the end from the beginning, then He is omniscient
—knowing everything, not guessing—knowing.

 If He declares the end from the beginning, then He is omnipotent 
–all-powerful and able to make things happen.

 If He declares the end from the beginning, then He is omnipresent
—ever present. He is everywhere at the same time making sure His 
plan is coming to pass.

2. Our God is a refuge for His people and is not subject to time.
Deuteronomy 33:27 The God of antiquity is your refuge, And underneath are the arms of 
eternity; He will thrust out the enemy from before you, And will say, 'Destroy!' NKJV

 We don’t need to fear because the very arms of eternity are underneath us.
 This doesn’t men you will never go through a hard time, but you can rely 

on the fact that God is there to support you with His strength.
3. God inhabits eternity, not time.

Isaiah 57:15 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is  
Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To 
revive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones. NKJV

 God lives in the eternal now.  With Him there is no yesterday, today, or 
tomorrow—there is only now.
Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever. NKJV

 The name YHWH (Yahweh) is from the Hebrew verb hayah, meaning to 
be or exist

 When He was sending Moses to bring the Israelites out of Egypt, God told 
Moses, "I AM WHO I AM." And He said, "Thus you shall say to the children of Israel, 'I AM 

has sent me to you' " (Exo. 3:14 NKJV).
 “I AM WHO I AM.”  <eh\yeh <!sher <eh\yeh rv,a] hy<h.: hy<h.a,.
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2. MAKING GOD TO BE FATHER TIME MEANS HE HAD A BEGINNING,   
RATHER THAN BEING THE BEGINNING  .
1. Isaiah 9:6 calls Jesus Christ the Father of Eternity.
 Contrary to what some Oneness folks may believe, this does not mean 

Jesus is the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.
 As the Father of Eternity, He is the One who gave everything a beginning.  

He Authored Eternity, He Authored the Universe.
John 1:1-3
1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
2 He was in the beginning with God.
3 All  things were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was 
made. NKJV

 Isaiah 9:7 says Jesus will establish His Kingdom with judgment and justice 
from now, even until eternity. 

2. God dwells in eternity.
Isaiah 57:15 For thus says the High and Lofty One Who inhabits eternity, whose name is  
Holy: "I dwell in the high and holy place, With him who has a contrite and humble spirit, To 
revive the spirit of the humble, And to revive the heart of the contrite ones. NKJV

 The thing that really drives evolutionists crazy is that something has to be 
eternal, either God or matter.

 Because the idea of a God to Whom they will answer is anathema to 
unbelievers, they choose to believe that matter is eternal.
 There’s not a shred of evidence to support that idea, but that doesn’t 

matter.  They just will not accept an Eternal God.
 Like everything else they address, they are wrong on this too—matter is not 

eternal, God is.
 Everything that was made was made by Jesus Christ out of nothing—He 

made something out of nothing (ex nihilo). (John 1:1-3).
 Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning God”.

 What did God do?  He created.
 What did He create?  The Heavens and the earth.
 What did He create the heavens and the earth from?  Nothing.
 What did He use to create the heavens and the earth?  The matter 

(material) He made from nothing.
 Humans can make things, but we can only make things out of what 

already exists—man can’t make something from nothing.
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3. JESUS CHRIST IS OUR REDEEMER FROM ETERNITY  .
Isaiah 63:16 Doubtless You are our Father, Though Abraham was ignorant of us, And Israel 
does not acknowledge us. You, O LORD, are our Father; Our Redeemer from Eternity is Your 
name. NKJV

1. Jesus Christ didn’t become our Redeemer when He came to earth as God in 
human flesh.

2. Jesus Christ didn’t become our Redeemer when Adam & Eve sinned in the 
Garden of Eden,

3. Jesus Christ was (and bore the title of) Our Redeemer from Eternity.
4. God didn’t shift to Plan B when sin came into the world.  The death of Jesus 

Christ on the Cross was planned before there was ever an Adam or Eve to sin.
1 Peter 1:18-21
18 “Knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things things, like silver or 
gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers,
19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without 
spot. 
20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest 
[revealed] in these last times for you
21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him 
glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.” NKJV

Revelation 13:8
“All who dwell on the earth will worship him [the Antichrist], whose names have not 
been written in the Book of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.” 
NKJV

 It was planned before the foundation of the world was set in place at the 
creation.

5. Our God is not Father Time.  Our God is THE FATHER OF TIME  .
 He created Time, He created space, He created matter, He created the 

spiritual Host of heaven.
 He created everything that has ever come into being.
 And He created it out of nothing.

6. Serving the God who is the Creator of Time (or Father of Time) is a lot better 
than worshiping a pagan deity who is called Father Time.
 The God of the Bible controls both Time and Eternity.

Conclusion: If you’re not serving the God who controls both Time & 
Eternity, you’re heading for a DEAD END  —literally.
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