
The Earth Is Not Our Mother

TEXT  : Romans 1:18-25; Romans 8:18-30
THEME  : The earth is in labor waiting for deliverance from the curse, but 

it is not our mother.
Romans 1:18-25
18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, 
who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,
19 because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.
20 For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood by the 
things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without excuse,
21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but became 
futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,
23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man -- and birds 
and four-footed animals and creeping things.
24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their 
bodies among themselves,
25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creation rather 
than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

Romans 8:18-30
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with the glory 
which shall be revealed in us.
19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it 
in hope;
21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.
22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now.
23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within 
ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.
24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for 
what he sees?
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.
26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as 
we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.
27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes 
intercession for the saints according to the will of God.
28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the 
called according to His purpose.
29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He 
might be the firstborn among many brethren.
30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also justified; and 
whom He justified, these He also glorified. 

INTRODUCTION  : I know this is a different type of message for Mother’s Day, 
but with the push by our pagan culture to worship “mother earth”, which they 
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also call “Gaia”, it seems proper to address this issue now.  Many in the 
Evangelical Churches have bought into the lie of worshiping the creation 
more than the Creator.

When you consider what people like former Vice-President Al Gore, are 
saying, it is clear that they deify the earth as a goddess.

These people and a lot of others with them insist that looking at the religious 
traditions of the Native American Indians, Buddhists, and Hindus can open our 
eyes to spiritual truth we have not seen from our narrow Christian mindset.  

However, they forget to mention a few things in their romanticism of pagan 
spirituality.
 They don’t mention that gambling and organized crime control Indian 

reservations, and that that drug abuse, alcoholism, prostitution, and suicide 
are rampant.

 They don’t mention that people are starving in India while cows roam the 
streets and walk freely into businesses and homes.  But you can’t kill a cow 
and eat it because it might be Aunt Sally—this pagan spirituality (demon 
worship) is killing them.  The (sacred) cows have more rights than the people. 

 They don’t mention that those who don’t know Jesus Christ will perish 
forever.  
 And some of the biggest promoters of the idea that Jesus is not the only 

way of salvation and that there is no Hell are so-called “Christian 
ministers”.

 In the 1980’s, men like Dr. Walter Martin and Dave Hunt were warning us 
about the false teachers and their teachings that were creeping into the 
Church, and they were blackballed by much of the “Christian media” for 
being harsh and judgmental.  Now the things they were warning us about 
are being taught everywhere in Evangelical and Pentecostal churches.

 In reality, Rob Bell, Tony Campolo, Brian McLaren, Doug Pagitt, Tony 
Jones, and others like them are wolves in sheep’s clothing.

 Just remember the NT authors named those who taught false doctrine too.

Yet these people insist that America would be better off if we followed their lead. 
I don’t think so!  
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The world is in trouble and the Church is sleeping, but it’s time for us to wake up 
and get full of the Holy Spirit like the 5 wise virgins of Matthew 25.
1. THE CREATION WAITS WITH EAGER ANTICIPATION FOR THE REVEALING   

OF THE SONS OF GOD   (8:19).
19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of  
God.

1. Literally, the whole of creation is on tiptoe waiting for the sons of 
God to be revealed.
 Scholars debate when the sons of God will be revealed, but many of them 

think it will be at the beginning of the Millennium.
 Others think it will happen with the new heaven and new earth.

2. Most important is that even the creation knows something is about to 
happen.
 Mankind may ignore it or deny it, but all of creation knows better.
 The dominion that was lost in Adam will be restored to a redeemed race.

2. THE CREATION WAS SUBJECTED TO FUTILITY   (8:20).
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in 
hope;

1. Everything was brought under a curse because the one who was to 
have dominion lost his dominion through sin (Genesis 3).
 The temptation involved a tree, so plant life will be delivered.
 The temptation involved a serpent, so animal life will be delivered.

2. Animals and plants didn’t sin, but God subjected them to futility 
because of Adam’s sin.
 God subjected them to the curse in hope that mankind will learn that all 

sin demands a very high price.
3. The entire human waits for the curse to be lifted.
 Mankind will be ultimately delivered from the curse too.
 All of creation will be delivered from the agony it now suffers.

3. THE CREATION ITSELF WILL BE DELIVERED FROM CORRUPTION   (8:21a).
21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the children of God.

1. Delivered and liberty are from the same root word.
 All of creation will gain freedom from corruption when the children of God 

are glorified.
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 Creation will be delivered from corruption, decay, and ruin brought by the 
curse.

4. THE CREATION WILL BE DELIVERED INTO THE GLORIOUS LIBERTY OF THE   
CHILDREN OF GOD   (8:21b).
21 because the creation itself also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the 
glorious liberty of the children of God.

 James 1:18 says it this way, “Of His own will He brought us forth by the word 
of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.” NKJV

 1 John 3:2-3 says, “Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet 
been revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall 
be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. And everyone who has this hope in 
Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.” NKJV

5. THE WHOLE CREATION GROANS AND LABORS WITH BIRTH PANGS   (8:22).
22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until 
now.

1. A lot of the environmentalists and liberal religionists want us to 
believe that every catastrophe happening in our world is because of 
manmade global warming and pollution.
 We should be good stewards, but we are not to worship the creation.
 They think mankind can destroy—obliterate—the earth.  They call the 

earth our mother.
 Some of these people are saying today that we need to get the population of 

the earth down to about 500 million (Bill Gates is now onboard with the idea of 
reducing population).

 These people reject the Word of God, and they worship the creation.  
Several of them have said in recent years that Gaia is angry because we 
have polluted her (Danny Glover).  Not one word of ridicule from the 
media.

 If a Christian says that maybe God is angry at our sin and is trying to get 
our attention, the media goes into a frenzy to make them look like a fool.

 As I read Scripture, the Lord says that He will keep mankind from 
destroying the earth (Matthew 24:22).

2. Some Church leaders are now calling earth “Mother Earth”, and 
they suggest it is worthy of adoration (worship).
 They say God is in everything—that is PANENTHEISM  .
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 Pantheism says everything is a god, but panentheism says God is 
present in everything.

 They even pervert the Scripture to make it say what they want it to say.
Eph 4:4-6
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope 
of your calling; 
5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 
6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in 
you all. NKJV

 Even the Douay-Rheims Roman Catholic translation of verse 6 is good.
Eph 4:6
One God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in us 
all. Douay-Rheims

 But the New Century Version is a terrible translation of verse 6.
Eph 4:6
There is one God and Father of everything. He rules everything and is 
everywhere and is in everything. NCV

 This translation gives the idea that God is present in everything.
 The Message by Eugene Peterson is even worse than the NCV.

Eph 4:6
one God and Father of all, who rules over all, works through all, and is 
present in all. Everything you are and think and do is permeated 
with Oneness.  (from THE MESSAGE:  The  Bible  in  Contemporary  Language  ©  2002  by  
Eugene H. Peterson. All rights reserved.)

 HUH???
 This heresy—PANENTHEISM  —is taking the Church by storm, and is 

being promoted by influential people in the Evangelical and Emerging 
Churches.

3. What is the problem with the earth—the creation?
 It’s under a curse (Genesis 3).
 When you hear of natural disasters, remember the earth is groaning for its 

redemption from the curse.
 The things coming on the earth now were prophesied in the Bible.

Luke 21:11
11 And there will be great earthquakes in various places, and famines and 
pestilences; and there will be fearful sights and great signs from heaven. 
NKJV

Luke 21:25-26
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25 "And there will be signs in the sun, in the moon, and in the stars; and on 
the earth distress of nations, with perplexity, the sea and the waves roaring; 
26 men's hearts failing them from fear and the expectation of those things 
which  are  coming  on  the  earth,  for  the  powers  of  the  heavens  will  be 
shaken. NKJV

 Also see Matthew 24 and Mark 13.
 Many other passages speak of nature’s cry and its ultimate transformation 

(Ps. 98:7; Isa. 35:1; Hos. 2:21; Ps. 96:11-13; 98:7-9; Isa. 11:6-9; 65:20).
 But the earth is not our Mother.

6. THE CHILDREN OF GOD ARE EAGERLY WAITING FOR THE ADOPTION, THE   
REDEMPTION OF OUR BODIES   (8:23).
23 Not only  that,  but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan 
within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.

1. Not only does the creation groan waiting for the redemption, but all 
true believers groan awaiting the redemption of the body.

2. Paul used the metaphor of laboring in birth for the Galatians.
Gal 4:19-20
19 My little children, for whom I labor in birth again until Christ is formed in 
you, 
20 I would like to be present with you now and to change my tone; for I have 
doubts about you. NKJV

3. John uses this metaphor to show how God’s children and all of 
creation are in the hour of labor, but the anguish will be forgotten in 
the day of glory.
John 16:21
A woman, when she is in labor, has sorrow because her hour has come; but  
as soon as she has given birth to the child, she no longer remembers the 
anguish, for joy that a human being has been born into the world. NKJV

 Some ladies are thinking—Yeah, right, forget my foot.
 But if some of the pain weren’t put out of mind, no woman would 

ever have more than 1 child.
4. There is coming a day when all suffering, pain, sorrow, and death 

will be put away from the children of God.
 For now, we need to be sure we’re right with God.

5. All the signs tell us it’s Rapture Season.
 No one knows the day or the hour of His return, but we can see and know 

the seasons and signs He has told us to look for.
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CONCLUSION  : On this Mother’s Day, put the creation and all created 
things in their proper order.
 God first and everything else in line after Him.
 We won’t have a proper relationship with family, work, wealth, or 

anything else unless God is in His rightful place above all else.
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